
Appletree Wednesday Letter 

April 2, 2014 
  
 
Dear Parents, 

 Hope you all survived any jokes played on you yesterday!  Miss Heather 

got me!  Serious as all, she looked at me and told me she had a special and very 

needed request…she needed the summer off due to family issues…my heart and 

stomach met!  I would sooner go the 42 weeks of the school year before I didn’t have her for the 10 weeks of 

summer!  Then the slight snicker and the gotcha came!  But my daughter had the best of all!  She sent me a 

picture of the side of a face with gages in the ear and informed me that she had gone from pierced ears to this!  

Needless to say I picked up that phone and as soon as she answered I could tell it was the last joke of the day!  

See what you have to look forward to!  And if you don’t know what gages are consider yourselves lucky!  Yes, 

the jokes only get worse as they get older!  Your kids had plenty of jokes to share with us which, of course, 

stumped us all!   

News for the week includes: 

*International Day is Friday and the kids are buzzing about it!  Please remember if you are 

participating that morning to drop off any of your “Show and Tells” and then move your car to the 

UPPER parking lot at the church.  I will stay at the school until 7:00pm on Thursday evening to 

help eliminate the morning stress if you would like to set up that evening! 

*Already thinking about your dinner needs for the Easter meal?  Well, think no more!  Appletree 

will be distributing Honey Baked Ham flyers tomorrow!  You may order via the paper form and turn it 

in by Friday, April 11
th

 or they now have a form on line that you can use through Saturday, the 12
th

.  Your order 

will be brought to Appletree for pick up after 12:00pm.  It can’t get much easier than that if you want a 

delicious ham!  Please use this link if you’d like to order online: http://www.honeybakedfundraiser.com/f-571-

The-Appletree-School.aspx.  If you have any questions please let us know. 

*Please remember to start thinking about your care needs for Spring Break which begins on April 14
th

.  The 

cost is $50.00 per day if you sign up by April 10
th

.  The cost if you sign up on Friday, April 11
th

 is $60.00 per 

day and if you need to drop in for care the cost is $75.00.   

*Appletree is closed on Good Friday, April 18
th

. 

*When we return from Spring Break the Academy will begin their 

standardized testing.  Please make sure you don’t schedule any doctor 

appointments during April 21
st
-25

th
.  It is very hard to make up missed parts 

of the test and results are sometimes not accurate since the students have to 

wait until the afternoon to take those missed parts.  A good nutritious 

breakfast and good sleep are very beneficial to the students as well!  This is 

the best way a parent can help their child do their best.  There is nothing else 

you need to do to prepare your student!  And please don’t stress about these 

either.  The students are well prepared and the teachers have been speaking 

to them about what they will be doing.  If you appear anxious about them, 

your child will too! 

*Grab your calendars!  April and May Important Calendar Dates: 

 April: 

   4-International Day!  9:15am-12:15pm Rotation beginning with Bunny Classes 

   10-Pastor Campbell visits Appletree and tells the story of the Passion of Jesus 

  Preschool 9:30am, Academy 10:00am 

   11-Easter Classroom Parties and Egg Hunt-Rotation of Egg Hunt begins at         

9:10am with the Bunny classes and will end around 12:15 with Mrs. Knox’s class 

 14-17-Spring Break-Please sign up by April 10, Appletree open normal hours 

 18-Good Friday, Appletree Closed 

 21-25-Academy Standardized Testing 
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         May: 

   8-Appletree Show-Curtain at 7:00pm, arrival 6:30pm at Woodson High School 

   19-Dance and Gymnastic Recital-4:00pm-6:00pm at Appletree 

   27-30-Art Show throughout Appletree’s Hallways and Cracks and Crevices 

   29-Kindergarten Orientation from 4:15-5:30pm (Open to all 2014-2015  

Registered Kindergarten Students and those looking for more information) 

  Martial Arts Demonstration-TBA  

Enjoy Today, 

katie 

 

Trike-A-Thon update: I put in everyone's cubby a donation envelope. You must fill out the permission slip 

located on the front of the envelope in order for your child to participate. All donations collected need to be 

submitted by Friday, April 11. You can donate online as well. Online instructions can be found on the donation 

envelope. The students are really looking forward to their special events next week. Remember, if your child is 

planning on riding a new bike, please make sure they feel comfortable and are able to ride. The day of the trike-

a-thon is really not a very good time to have them learn to ride a new bike. Cottontails will kick off the week 

long events on Tuesday April 8th at 9:25am, then the Green Birds at 10:00, followed by the Yellow Birds 

at 10:40, and the Red Birds at 11:20am.Wednesday, April 9th will begin with the Orange Birds at 9:20, then the 

Blue Birds at 10:00am. Thursday April 10th will be the Rainbow Rabbits at 10:20 and the Honey Bunnies 

at 11:15. Remember all students need their own helmet that fits really well. Please label their helmet, and park 

their bike/scooter/ or trike under the designated class sign located behind the swings on the large playground. 

They are ready to ride!! Let’s how the weather is ready to be nice and sunny! 

Mrs. Fox 

 

News from the PTO  
Spring finally appears to have arrived (knock on wood) and 

hopefully the worst of this winter weather is over!  For those who 

aren’t aware, Appletree’s parent organization (J127 Foundation) 

has generously agreed to pay for a complete overhaul and upgrade 

of the large playground (without requiring PTO funds), and that 

effort should be starting soon.  In the meantime, the PTO is likely 

going to fund a renovation of the playhouse in the small 

playground as well; we’ll say more about this as the project 

progresses. 

 

Here is info about upcoming PTO events: 

International Day – This year’s event will take place on the 

morning of this Friday April 4
th

 and promises to be a fun and educational experience.  We have 9 countries 

represented (India, China, Ghana, Turkey, Morocco, Armenia, Ethiopia, Bolivia, and Panama) from almost 

every continent on the planet!  Please make sure that you park in the upper church parking lot (the one on the 

far side) or use street parking west of Blake Lane if attending International Day. 

 

Appletree Show – This year’s Appletree Show will be held on Thursday May 8
th

 at Woodson High School.  

The Appletree Show is being coordinated by Ms. Terry and the teachers and staff and is not a PTO-sponsored 

event, but the PTO will be asking for volunteers to bring snacks and goodies to eat after the show using 

SignUpGenius (similar to what was done for the Back to School picnic in the fall).  This is just an early head’s 

up. 

 

FSAW (Faculty & Staff Appreciation Week) – This year’s FSAW event will take place during the week of 

May 12-16.  Thanks to Ashli George (Reagan’s mom in Blue Birds) for agreeing to chair this event!  If anyone 

is interested in helping out with FSAW, please contact Ashli at ashlimatusgeorge@gmail.com. 
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Field Day – This is also an Appletree tradition that generally takes place toward the end of the school year.  

This year’s event is now set for the morning of Friday May 30
th

 and is made possible through the fundraising 

efforts of parents.  It is a day of fun team building activities and fun competitions for the kids and the PTO will 

pay for rental of outdoor or indoor equipment for climbing / bouncing / obstacle courses, etc.  Field Day is a lot 

of fun and hopefully the weather will cooperate for this year’s event!  This year’s theme will be 

Pirates…ARRR!  Thanks to Tracy Burakowski (Kaylyn’s mom in 1
st
 grade) for agreeing to chair this event.  

Tracy has done a lot of the initial legwork in coming up with a rough outline of the day and initial ideas for lots 

of pirate-themed games.  We’ll need additional help with planning and ideas, so if you’re interested, please 

contact Tracy at tracyburakowski@gmail.com. 

 

If anyone is getting this newsletter from Heather but is NOT subscribed to our PTO e-mail list server, please 

contact Alan at alan.chien@gmail.com. 

 

All 4 kids of this year’s PTO board members will be “graduating out” of Appletree when the school year ends 

in June, and 4 new volunteers will be needed to fill the PTO board positions next year.  For any parents 

returning for the 2014-2015 school year who might be interested in 

being a PTO board member, feel free to contact any of us to find 

out more. 

 

Questions? Contact your PTO board:  

Alan Chien, President: alan.chien@gmail.com  

Tracy Burakowski, Vice President: tracyburakowski@gmail.com  

Nina Castro, Secretary: wlzmom08@gmail.com 

Ann Siemering, Treasurer: a.siemering@att.net 

PTO Board Shared E-mail Address: 

appletree.school.pto@gmail.com 

 
Three’s 

News from Mrs. Diana’s and Miss Mariam’s Cottontails  
 

The month of April has started and we wanted to say how much the Cottontails have matured over these past 7 

months.  It is wonderful when they follow directions the 1
st
 time, and know by a look that isn’t something we do 

at Appletree and have really made some good friends.  These next few months will be busy as we wind down to 

the end of school.  Many of the Cottontails will be staying for summer camp but some will be ending the school 

year with us and then will return as “birds”.  We will be talking about moving on in the fall and having new 

friends in their classes.  It has been a very enjoyable year and Ms. Mariam and I will miss this year’s 

Cottontails.   A couple of reminders that work for the rest of the school year; it is not a good idea to send your 

child to school wearing Crocs, sandals or slip-on shoes.  Children are meant to be climbing, swinging and 

running and they have a difficult time doing those fun things while their shoes are falling off.  We have PE on 

Tues. and Thurs. and those are 2 definite days to send your child to school wearing sneakers. You might want to 

add some lighter weight clothes to your child’s nap box, or switch out the warmer clothes.  A short sleeve shirt 

will pair well with long pants/sweat pants/leggings, as the weather gets 

warmer.  Then when we really get into the warmer weather, you may shorts 

and a short sleeve shirt into the nap box. You may also want to make sure 

that they have a change of underwear and socks in case of accidents. 

 

This week we are reviewing the letters Q through T.  We are reviewing all 

of the shapes we have covered over the year and continue with the number 

10.  We have switched themes to Incredible Eggs and our value is now 
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courage.  We are mixing white into primary and secondary colors so we may learn to make pastel colors (this 

works especially good with milk).   

 

Now that we are on the theme of Incredible Eggs, the Cottontails will find (on top of the media table) 10 

numbered eggs, with numbered chicks inside, that they can practice sequencing from 1-10.  We will talk about 

the evolution of frog eggs to tadpoles to frogs and about other creatures that hatch from eggs.  Under the larger 

bulletin board, the children can find several fun and colorful posters of insects, the life cycle of a duck egg, 

pictures that equate to spring and the life cycle of a butterfly. For our Easter basket on the larger bulletin board, 

the Cottontails cut out and painted bunnies with brown paint mixed with chocolate pudding then they added 

sprinkles.  We will be mixing red, blue, yellow, green, orange and purple food coloring into sweetened 

condensed milk (this works well for pastels) then will paint some papers eggs that will accompany the 

“chocolate” bunnies.  On the smaller bulletin board, the children sequenced pictures of an egg hatching to a 

small chick, and then wrote the numbers 1-4 above the pictures.  The eggs on that board were cut out, then the 

children glued (they actually used a paint brush and water) down pieces of tissue paper, which were then 

sprayed with additional water, so the tissue paper bled onto the eggs. 

 

This Friday is International Day.  This is a wonderful morning with the children “visiting” different countries 

that are represented in the garden room.  I am told that Aayam’s parents will be representing Nepal.   I know we 

are excited to learn a little something new about Nepal.  Thank you to all of the parents that are donating their 

time to make this an exciting and informative day. The children will take around a passport made by Owen’s 

Mom and Dad (from the Honey bunny class) and as they “visit” each country they will have their passport 

stamped.  We have also heard a rumor that there may be some international food out for our tasting.  Again, 

thank you to all of the parents that have been so actively involved in International Day. 

 

Pastor Campbell will be coming next Thursday so we may hear the Easter story and our Easter party will occur 

on Friday.  Please try to have your child at Appletree by 9:00 both days.  On the party day each class will be 

having an egg hunt and as of yet we don’t know what time that will be.  So to be safe please have your child 

here on time. If your last name is in the 2
nd

 half of the alphabet, and you contributed to the Christmas party, this 

will be the last party you contribute to.  The sign-up sheet will be posted outside of our classroom door this 

Friday.  If you will be joining us for the egg hunt and/or party Friday, please make sure you park at the church 

across the street.  Please don’t forget to let the office know if your child will be attending Appletree’s spring 

break care only days.  For show and tell next week please have your child bring in something pastel colored.  

Enjoy the remainder of this week! 

 

Highlights: 

-We are reviewing letters Q-T, staying on the number 10 and will be 

reviewing all of the shapes we have covered since the beginning of 

the year.  We have a new theme, Incredible Eggs and a new value of 

courage. 

-International Day will be held this Friday in the Garden room.  

Pastor Campbell will be visiting next Thursday to explain the real 

reason we celebrate Easter and our Easter party/egg hunt will happen 

on Friday.  For both Thursday and Friday of next week, please make 

sure your child is at Appletree by 9:00.   

-If you contributed to the Christmas party, this will be your second 

party to bring food to.  The sign-up sheet will be posted this Friday 

on the bulletin board outside of the room.   

-Show and tell next week is anything pastel colored. 

 

 



 News from Miss Sonia and Miss Alise’s Honey Bunnies 
 

Happy Wednesday everyone and happy April! Finally we can say that Spring has sprung. The weather seems to 

be cooperating and hopefully soon we can get rid of all jackets and layers. Until then please continue sending 

the children in layers as it does tend to be chilly at 8:30 in the morning. As it gets warmer the children will want 

to wear lighter shoes but please be advised that sneakers are the best choice of footwear for school. Crocs and 

sandals are not allowed at Appletree and it is a good idea to have socks with all shoes. The playgrounds are 

covered with mulch and rocks that get into the shoes and could hurt their delicate feet. Thank you! 

 

In class this week we are reviewing the letters Q, R, S and T. On Monday we wrote our names using Q-tips and 

paint and yesterday we used ribbon to glue onto letter R. Today we used sand trays to write our names and other 

letters in sand. Tomorrow we will use a tunnel to crawl through and have fun during pretend play. In math we 

have moved onto the number 10 and will continue using worksheets and counters to recognize and understand 

the value of the number. This week we are learning about pastel colors. With Easter around the corner it is the 

perfect time to teach the children about these colors. We learned that we can make pastels by mixing white to 

most colors. Today we mixed food coloring to our milk to make pastel colors. Most of the children wanted to 

add color to their milk and those that chose not to at least got to see how white (milk) mixed with any color 

makes pastels. We will be using pastel colors in a number of art projects in the class. 

 

Our theme and value for the next two weeks is Incredible Eggs and Forgiveness. Once again the Honey Bunnies 

did a great job of cutting the eggs that are displayed on our door. We will be learning about the different 

animals that hatch from eggs and also learn about the life cycle of a chick. The children will work on a chicken 

and egg life cycle puzzle and work on sequencing pictures that explain the same. In the media table the children 

are playing with pastel colored eggs and rice. If the weather is warm enough we will switch the rice with water 

and use floating eggs to do a number of activities. Hopefully you all got to see the bulletin board outside the 

office, right after you enter the school. The Honey Bunnies and the Rainbow Rabbits contributed towards 

decorating the board. They all did a great job of cutting out the carrots and decorating them with lentils. The 

bunnies were made using foam plates and puffy paint (shaving cream mixed with glue). Once again they did a 

wonderful job of cutting the bunny ears and adding the details. I have been told by many teachers how adorable 

they look! 

 

Next week we will be having our Easter Party on Friday, April 11th. This is our last party for the year. The 

same families that provided food for the Christmas party will be responsible for this party (Lia, Lily, Noah, 

Owen, Ricky, Stella and Tobin). A sign-up sheet will be outside the classroom today. Please take the time to 

sign-up and thank you in advance for all the supplies. The tradition for this party is to go out for our Easter Egg 

hunt and then come back to enjoy the yummy food provided by the parents. We will also be doing some Easter 

crafts. If you will be coming to the party please make sure to park in the upper level parking lot of the church 

across from Appletree. Pastor Campbell will also be visiting Appletree on Thursday, April 10th to talk about the 

real story of Easter. 

 

Reminders: 

- Please have your child bring in something pastel (light green, light blue, yellow, pink or purple) for next 

week's show and tell. 

- Pictures of things beginning with U are due on Tuesday. 

- Appletree will be closed on Friday, April 18th for Good Friday. 

- Please see Ms. Katie's portion for details on care only days during spring break. 

- Please see Mrs. Fox's portion from last week on details about the Trike-A-Thon on Thursday, April 10th 

 

Thank you and have a great rest of the week! 



                                   News from Miss Linda’s Rainbow Rabbits  
 

Happy Wednesday to everyone! The weather is so beautiful (when it’s not snowing) as we are making our way 

into Spring! Please remember that the best shoes for your child to wear outside on the playgrounds are sneakers 

with socks. The kids love to play on the climber but some shoes do not grip well. So please be sure your child 

has the appropriate shoes in his or her cubby so they may change before heading out. 

 

If you have the opportunity to see the bulletin board by the front door of Appletree, you will see the “24 Carrot 

Smiles” of the Honeybunnies and Rainbow Rabbits. The Rainbow Rabbits cut out orange carrots and glued on 

pieces of tissue paper. For the bunny rabbits, the children traced their shoe then cut it out to make the body. 

Next the children glued a cotton ball on for the tail, a pom-pom for the nose, pipe cleaners for whiskers and two 

googly eyes. 

 

For the next two weeks, we are working on lots of projects for Easter with our theme Incredible Eggs. The 

children cut out an oval shape for the egg then cut it in half, glued on a chick with two eyes and an orange beak. 

You can see these in our classroom. We have lots of plastic eggs and will be doing various activities with 

numbers and matching. The children will also decorate their own Easter baskets. 

 

We are working on our pastel colors. The children have learned that to make a pastel color, you add white and 

mix the two together. The children have had the opportunity to mix red, orange, yellow, green, blue and purple 

to make their own pastel colors. We have painted with the pastel colors and will make eggs with these colors. 

 

This week we are reviewing letters Q, R, S, and T. On Monday, we went over the letter Q, Tuesday the letter R, 

Wednesday the letter S, and on Thursday the letter T. Friday the children will go over the entire alphabet and 

match eggs with the letters of the alphabet. 

 

The value we are learning about right now is courage. The children discuss this value during circle time, 

throughout the day, and also through various stories. 

 

Next Friday, April 11
th

, is our Easter Party. I will post a sign-up sheet for contributions on Friday so please 

check that out. I thank you all in advance for helping to make our class party fun and enjoyable for the children. 

 

Hope you have a great week! 

 

Miss Linda 

Four’s 

News from Mrs. Momm’s Bluebirds – From the Reading Readiness Department 
 

April has finally arrived, and hopefully we will be able to enjoy spring. Yesterday the children had great time 

with April Fool’s Day, and they loved playing jokes on each other. 

 

This week we will complete letter “H,h”. We are busy working with 

our ABC,123 Workbook and also our Writing Phonics Workbook.  

 

Next week we will be having our Easter party on Friday, April 11
th

. 

This is our last party for the year. The same families that provided 

food for the Christmas party will be responsible for this party (Liam 

Jack, Connor Kim, Tejal Newton, Ben Taylor, and Denise Zhu). A 



sign-up sheet will be outside the classroom. Please take the time to sign up, and thank you in advance for all the 

goodies. The tradition for this party is to go outside for our Easter egg hunt, enjoy making some Easter crafts, 

and eat the yummy food provided by the parents, Specialty classes may also take place.  

 

The Bluebirds are very excited and looking forward to International Day this Friday, April 4
th

. Many thanks to 

all the parents who are making this day possible at Appletree School. Enjoy the week. 

News from Mrs. Karin’s Green Birds – From the Values Department  
 

Hello, Everyone!  What was that about March “going out like a lamb?”  With the flurries and sleet Sunday 

afternoon, I was not quite sure, but Monday and Tuesday surprised us with gorgeous, sunny days!  No “April 

Fools” from Old Man Winter!   

 

Last week, we concluded our “forgiveness” unit with the reading of Mad Maddie Maxwell, by Stacie Maslyn, 

and God’s Dream, by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and Douglas Abrams.  Maddie Maxwell acted badly, by 

accusing her siblings of taking her jump rope, when it was under her bed the whole time.  Luckily, when she 

asks them to forgive her, her brother and sisters do so.  Because they don’t stay angry, and resentful, they are 

able to move on, and have a fun time together.  In God’s Dream, 

the narrator addresses the readers as “Dear Children of God”.  It 

turns out that we each carry a piece of God’s heart within us, and, 

when we get along, and forgive one another, God’s heart becomes 

whole.  When we help “God’s dream” come true, He “smiles like a 

rainbow”.  It is a moving, and sweet book with a simple message, 

to which the children responded excitedly.  With the coming of 

April, we have begun our unit on “courage”, including “bravery” 

and “determination”.  As we’ve just finished discussing 

“forgiveness”, it seems timely to now discuss “courage”.  We 

opened the segment by learning a song about “courage”, to the tune 

of “Baby Bumblebee”.  We then read a book entitled, Courage, by 

Bernard Waber, which presented many different situations children 

can find themselves in that can require courage.  The children shared stories of their own afterwards about times 

when they have had to be brave and courageous.  One of the recurring discussions had to do with graduating 

from training wheels to their two-wheeler bicycles.  A few have achieved this, but many more are still facing 

this rite of passage, which certainly will require courage!  What an exciting time of life!   

 

This week I sent home a “bucket” for each bird, which were filled with hearts, stars, smiling suns, and/or 

flowers, and referenced the book we read, Have You Filled a Bucket Today?, by Carol McCloud.  The children 

should be able to speak with you about what it takes to “fill their bucket”, and others’ buckets, as well how not 

to empty others’ “buckets”.  It’s a simple concept, and one, which the children have readily picked up on. Have 

a wonderful week!  

News from Miss Lindsey’s Orange Birds – From the Art Department 
 

Happy Wednesday! 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying the warmer weather! I am looking forward to some really nice days on the 

playground! 

 

We have finally finished up our Van Gogh unit in Art! The birds have studied Van Gogh's famous self-



portrait, Starry Night, and Sunflowers. We are now working with a kind of art that is new for all of us. Shaving 

cream art! We are using this method to make a beautiful print for our Easter eggs.  

  

This Friday is International Day! It will be a fun and eventful day where the students will learn about many 

cultures represented at our school!   

 

Next Thursday, April 10th, Pastor Campbell will be visiting Appletree to read an Easter story.  The next day 

(Friday the 11th) is the Easter parties.  I will be putting a sign-up sheet for food/drinks on my door.  The 

students that are up for contribution are: Ian, Katelynn, Noah, Skylar, and Sonia 

 

Have a great week! 

 

Miss Lindsey 

  News from Ms. Peggy’s Red Birds – From the Science & Social Studies Department  
 

March came in like a lion and went out like a lion!  This must be some kind of April Fool’s joke! 

Hopefully our April weather will be more like a lamb and a welcome relief! 

 

This week the birds are reviewing some healthy habits and also 

focusing on building a healthy balanced diet. We are discussing 

our favorite foods, why eating breakfast is a great way to start the 

day, and the importance of drinking water, milk or juice at every 

meal.  I sent home a healthy habit checklist with each bird as 

homework to do this week.  Getting enough sleep is also 

important.  Did you know that your child's bodies grow while they 

are asleep?!?!? 

 

Did you know that sometimes a headache is really our brain being 

dehydrated?  Drinking a lot of water is so important for our bodies 

and a wonderful healthy habit to start now! 

 

We will be making our own food plate choices with pictures from 

magazines and working on food plate puzzles. 

 

Our class Easter parties are Friday, April 11th, so please be on the lookout for a sign-up outside your classroom 

door. 

News from Miss Danielle’s Yellow Birds - From the Math & Technology Department 
 

Hello Bird Families!  

 

Yellow Birds: I'm so happy to see warmer temperatures this week! We have some exciting events coming up in 

the next two weeks. This Friday, April 4th, is International Day at Appletree. The students will spend time in 

the Big Room learning about other countries. We can't wait to take our passports and "visit" other countries! 

 

Appletree will celebrate Easter next Friday, April 11th in the morning. We will have an Easter egg hunt and 

enjoy treats and fun activities in the classroom. Please see the sign-up sheet outside the Yellow Bird classroom 

to choose a treat for your child to share.  



 

Math and Technology: This week we are learning about money. We are examining pennies, nickels, and 

dimes and learning their value. We are reading One Cent, Two Cents, Old Cent, New Cent by Bessie Worth and 

Just Saving My Money by Mercer Mayer. We are also making a chart of ways to spend, save, and share money.  

 
     Academy 

 
News from Mrs. Morrison’s Kindergarten 

Hello! 

  

I hope everyone is enjoying this beautiful spring weather! I know the students and I are. I am excited to 

announce we have a new student, Lorenz, who started with us Tuesday. Lorenz and his family have moved 

from Austria, and we are so happy to have them as part of the Appletree family. 
 

In Reading and Math, we are continuing to work on reviewing and extending our skills. I have also ordered a 

practice test from Abeka, so that students will be able to practice and feel comfortable with the format for 

testing week. During testing week, desks are spread out, so you may walk in to the classroom and see this 

configuration, so it is not a shock for the students when they return to testing after spring break. 
 

Important Dates:  

 

* International Day- April 4 

* Pastor Campbell-April10 

* Easter Party-April 11 

* Testing begins the Monday immediately following break-April 21  
  

In science, our plant has begun to sprout and we are working hard on 

filling in our science journal. 
  

 Please feel free to contact me at any time via email 

at mairemorrison@gmail.com. If necessary, I will also be available to 

meet in person before 8:30 am or after 3:00 pm. 
  

Thank you for all your support and please let me know anything I can do for you. 

 
News from Mrs. Knox’s First, Second and Third Grade 

Dear Parents, 

 

The book reports are in and I know that everyone is feeling relieved! So many skills are involved with this 

project. First, the book must be read.  The student then reflects on what is read.  Requirements for writing of the 

report are reviewed.  Then the writing process begins.  The student needs to think about the important events 

and putting them in order.  Sequencing is a very important skill. Once the rough copy is complete and 

corrections are made, the good copy is written.  History is learned in this book report.  The student also learns to 

speak in front of a group as he/she shares the report.  Some students even 

practiced their computer skills. 

 

I sincerely wish you could have been here to hear the reports.  The girls loved 

dressing to portray their chosen characters.  The oral reports were very good. 

 

The next two weeks will be very busy as we will prepare for Easter and enjoy 

our International Day on Friday. Our room parents will contact you with 

details for our Easter Party.  We have our annual Eggciting Egg Hunt on 
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Friday, April 11, as well. 

 

Regarding report cards: If anyone feels a need for a conference please let me know.  My e mail 

is knoxcrew@cox.net. Please keep the report card, but return the signed envelope.  Thanks! 

 

Agenda this week: 

Spelling:  All classes - List 26.  Test Friday. 

Core subjects -Lessons 129-134. 

Science: All classes to study plants.  Also the Science challenge for the week. For the next two weeks we will 

be doing mini studies covering a wide variety of topics. 

Social Studies: Will review map skills and concepts. 

 

It is a difficult time of year with so many outside activities.  I am encouraging the children to remain focused 

and serious about all work.  Class cooperation is imperative if we are to do a good job.  Your help is 

appreciated. 

 

Have a happy week, enjoying the milder weather and 

sunshine!! 

 

Judy Knox   
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